The Men of the North
The Britons of Southern Scotland
Tim Clarkson

New

The Britons played an important role in

the shaping of Scottish history during the

first millennium AD, but their story is often
neglected. This book redresses the balance by
following the story of this native Celtic people
through the troubled centuries between 400 and
1100, during which they competed for mastery
with Picts, Scots, English and Vikings, and
finally lost their distinct identity to join their old
enemies, the Picts, as one of Scotland’s vanished

peoples.

The British Confederate

Archibald Campbell, Marquess of Argyll,
¢.1607-1661

Allan I. Maclnnes

New
Based on archival sources in the UK, USA and

Scandinavia, and on private records in Inveraray
Castle, this book reviews Argyll’s formative
influence in shaping British frontier policy during
the period 1607-38 and his radical leadership

of the Covenanting Movement in Scotland.

Reappraising his trial and execution as a scapegoat

for reputedly collaborating with Cromwell and
those who executed Charles I, it rehabilitates his
reputation as a Covenanting hero rather than a
Covenanting villain.
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The Town School

A History of The High School of
Glasgow

Brian R.W. Lockhart

New

Predating the foundation of the
University of Glasgow by several

s Glniai s eI o v junza. | Dundred years, the High School
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of Glasgow traces its origins back
to the cathedral Sang School and
city Grammar School. It has played
a central part in the education

of Glasgow’s most prominent
citizens, including Prime Ministers
Henry Campbell-Bannerman and
Andrew Bonar Law. This book charts the history
of the school in its various incarnations right up
to the present day, when the new co-educational
independent High School is regarded as one of the

top schools in Scotland.

The Picts
A History
Tim Clarkson

New

‘The Picts ruled most of northern and eastern
Scotland during the Dark Ages, yet they remain
shrouded in an aura of myth. In the ninth century
the Pictish nation seemingly vanished, leaving
few traces apart from the great monuments that
still survive in the Scottish landscape: standing
stones skilfully decorated with enigmatic symbols.
The Picts were absorbed by the kingdom of the
Scots and lost their unique identity, their language
and their vibrant artistic culture. In this book,

the various fragments of their history are drawn
together to tell the story of this mysterious people
from their emergence in Roman times to their

eventual disappearance.



Scotland under William and Mary
Derek John Patrick
New

Derek Patrick re-assesses the traditional view

of the Scots as ‘reluctant revolutionaries’ in the
period of the Glorious Revolution. He traces

the reaction to William’s invasion, investigates
the changing relationship between King and
Parliament and looks at the crisis presented by the
Presbyterian Church Government — all factors
which led to a deterioration of English/Scottish
relations — showing there was more to the reign of
William and Mary than the ‘ill years’ of famine,
Glencoe and the collapse of the Darien scheme.

Scotland’s Methodists
A History

Margaret Batty

New

This book traces the origins and evolution of
Methodism in Scotland, through the breakaway
‘Connexions’ of the nineteenth century to war-
time and ecumenical activity in the twentieth
century. In the broad context of Christian
activity in Scotland, 1750-2000, it tells a hu-
man story of personal aspirations and disap-
pointments, looking at the activity of lay Local
Preachers’ and Sunday School teachers, who
broke new ground as they shared the gospel.
Based on extensive original archival research,
Scotland’s Methodists makes a strong and dis-
tinctive contribution to the history of religion
in Scotland over the last three centuries.
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The Wolf of Badenoch

Stephen Boardman
New

This is the story of one of the most intriguing
figures of late medieval Scotland, Alexander
Stewart, earl of Buchan, the son of King Robert
II (1371-1390), better known to history as the
“Wolf of Badenoch’. Alexander built, and then
disastrously lost, a great territorial and political
lordship in Highland Scotland, but it was his
ferocious response to political setbacks, most
notably his burning of Elgin cathedral in 1390,
that earned him his pejorative byname. The

book outlines the development of Alexander’s
posthumous reputation, and traces the origins of
his portrayal as a black-hearted sociopath, a savage
spirit associated with malign otherworldly powers.

34 www.birlinn.co.uk

AHE ’
OF

BADENOQ

STEPHEN BOARDMAN 8

H










